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CURRENT [ ADVENTURES

Magic

TREE

NEW OWL CREEK LANDING
NAUTILUS TOWER, DESIGNED BY
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE GROUP,
WILL BRING ENCHANTING
THRILLS AND NEW HEIGHTS
TO VIRGINIA BEACH
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rappelling off trees around which they are still {13

busy conslruclting Lhe wooden canopy walk A A
Lhat will surround the Tower, Lhe lounder and \ o A
CEO of Outdoor Ventures Group is like a kid on
a playground.

A prelly magical playground at Lhal.

Kids of all ages will no doubt be enchanted
hy what Azarm and his team have built in the
38 acres ol marilime [orest behind the Virginia
Aquarium South Building,

Scheduled for an official opening Memaorial
Day weekend, the centerpiece of Owl Creek
Landing is an eight-story, 65-fvol-lall steel
spiral ollering 360-degree panoramic views of
Lthe surrounding forest and wildlife.

Slarling lrom Lhe ground enlrance ul Lhe Low-

ahman Azarm’s sense ol childlike - ',_L‘
wonder is inleclious, ty "f “ . 4 1
Pecring down from the top - AN s - . ; ) e
level of the new Owl Creck Land- &\3" ‘," 4 # ) = z ==
ing Nautilus Tower as workers are :&\ N “\\ : E mnn
L

er, guesls can gradually make their way up the
spiral, which is fully ADA accessible, until they
are sharing a birds-eye view of swaying pines and
all the flora and fauna on the way hack down to
the forest floor.

Once they're at the top, those adventurous
enough to teyit will have the option to spiral hack
down via Lhe longest steel slide in Lhe U.S., which
Lwisls Lhrough Lhe Lowers cenler and deposils
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Outdoor Adventure Group CEQ Bahman Azarm (top right) was inspired to create the new
Nautilus Tower at Owl Creek Landing after visiting a similar structure in Europe. A first of
its kind in the U5, the tower is located in the forest behind the Virginia Aquarium South
Building and will be surrounded by a suspended wooden canopy walk and treshouses.

theslider back on lerra Jirma. For non-sliders,
iL’s easy Lo walk or roll down Lhe same way
Lhey came up.

Inspired by his upbringing in Lhe piclur-
esque mountainsol Swilzerland, Azarm chan-
neled a 20-year background in the construe-
Lion induslry, a love ol Lhe ouldoors and an
appelile lor physical challenge inlo erealing
Lthrillingexperiences [oradvenlure-seekersin-
cluding the lirst-ever aerial lorest park in the
U.S. al Catamounl Ski Area in Massachuselts,
Based in Virginia Beach, Avarin’s Ouldoor
Venlures Group is also behind The Adventure
Park al Virginia Aquarium, a family-[riendly
aerial ropes course just across the creek,
which opened in 2001 and includes bridges,
Lightropes, ladders and more Whan 30 ziplines.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF QUTDOOR ADVENTURE GROUP

Developed in Austria. Lhe Nautilus Look-
oul Tower is Lhe [irst commercial installation
in Lhe U.S, Lo ulilize Lhe unique Spinnanker
[oundation system. Modeled aller Lhe rool
system ol Lrees, Lhe system is designed Lo pro-
vide a suslainable and ecologically [riendly
method ol construction thal anchors Lhe
Lower inlo Lhe ground wilhoul Lhe need Lo
pour Loms ol conerele,

Surrounding the new Nautilus Tower will
bea hall-mile ol suspended wooden pathways
30 Lo10 feel above ground leveland connect-
ing Lo [our themed Lrechouses in an elevated
neighborhood of play designed [or children
age Lwo and older. Guests can aceess Lhe Lrails
[rom Lhe [ourth level of the tower Lo explore
Lhe [orested siLe,

On the ground, a mile-long network of com-
plimentary walking trails encircles the tower
and offers additional areas for natural explo-
ration. At night, the trails are illuminated by a
specialty lighting display that transforms the
outdoor experience for visitors and includes
an interactive component let by Owl Creek
Landings mascol owl.

While giving a Lour of the allraction in Lhe
linal stages ol construction, Azarm dellly
seales a ladder into one ol the treehouses be-
fore ducking into the charmingly off-kilter
miniature cottage—think Hansel and Gretel
meets midway funhouse—and eventually
leading the way through a sevies suspended
wooden hridges and kid-friendly obstacles.
So, who's the kid here? Does it matter? Owl
Creek Landing is going to be a blast for all
those who know the jov of climbing a tree or
just letting one's imagination run wild.

Ol Creek Landing is open from 10 aum.
to 10 p.m. daily. Individual and combination
tickets are available, $28 for ages 14+ and $18
Sor youthwith slide tickets available to add on.
Prices may vary seasonally.

Learn more at wnme.owlereeklonding.com.
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